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hed an anticle by Michele Ray telling
how the cia had taken over coramand
his guerillins

since first pinpointing him in Bolivia in
February 1967, and how agents Felix

Ramos and Eduardo Gonzalez had madc"ﬁ

several supervisory visits to the guerrilla
zon¢ as the net drew tighiern

Miss Ray's article was widely criti.
cized when it first appeared, but subse-
quent events sugzgest that if anything,
she undorestitaated the oxtent of the

Sy ey 2

CIAs vendelta against Che and the scope
of its subversion in Solivia, Dramaiic
confirmation of her thesis came in July
after Rameaxrs and Banlam Dooks pub-
lished Che's diaries, having obtained

rights from Che's widow, Aleida March
de Guevara, and from the Cuban gove
ernment. In t‘w middie of the month,
Antonio Argucdas, Bolivia's minister of ¥
the interior and a close personal friend
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|to vote to discontinue ncgotiations.

of President Rene Barvientos, suddealy
" disappearad frora La Paz. He turned up
at Iguique, Chile, a2 week later on July.
19, and revealed that

, ,

he had been work- |- 0
ing for the cra since 1564, Arguedasy - .

aleo said that it was he who had sent
“a copy of the diaries to Fidel Castro
ané that he had besn forced to fies
Bolivia becavse the cia had discovered
this act {Seo Ranmieanrts, Wov, 17, 1988).
The CIA's concern with Che's diarics,
Lowever, began long belore any copies’
wore passed 1o Arpuedss, The moment)
Che was murdered, Ramos and Gon- |
zalez bogan sifting carefully through!
“the documents that had baen captured.
with the guerrillas, including messases
sent from the Bolivian jungle to Cuba |

But the s was not the only one to
make use of the diavies. The Bolivian
High Coramand claimed them: as spoils
of war, and by order of the generals
they were also given to Andrew St
Gao.gc,
journalist, St. George's job was to peds
dle the diaries to the American pubilish-
ing industry for the highest price he
~could get and then split the take with
the generals,

The negotiations were truly bizarre.
With the cia's encouragemant, St
George and the generals made a tenta-
tiva deal with Magmm, a photograph-
ers'
pay the Bolivians a 51235,000 advance,
rovaliics of 33 per cent on the frst
$100,0600, 50 per eent ‘on irom $100,-
000 0 $1 million and 33 m,: cent on
anything above 51 miilion. * ..u ‘,vnwals

wero hoping  that - their pront on the 1
documents would help recoup the $3
million of WS, aid money it c¢ost
them to capture Che, Howaver, ihe
original deal which S8t George set up
miscarried when Magaum's French parte
ners decided that t.w dida't want to
tratlic in Che's remains and persuaded
& majority of the consortium’s membens

and those returned from Casiro 1o Che.|

nows consordum. Magnum was to]
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a Lung van refugee, now al-




